
In This Issue

01PLANORAMA |  ISSUE 4

In This Issue

PLANORAMA
Introducing key
elements of the LGBTQ+
community at Warwick

An in depth analysis of
America and its current
political climate

Compilation of insights
into Warwick students’
favourite LGBTQ+ media

WELCOME TO
WARWICK !



CONTENTS PAGE

        WELCOME TO WARWICK...

2.     Contents Page

3.     What is PLAN?

4.     Intro to the Planorama team

5.     Editor’s note

6.     A review of Heartsopper season 

        two

7.      But I’m a Cheerleader: an 

         LGBT cult classic

8- 9. LGBTQ+ experiences @ uni & 

         beyond: a media portfolio

10.    Write for Planorama!

PLANORAMA |  ISSUE 402

11.       The Color Purple

12-13. DeSantis on LGBTQ+ Rights: 

           Opaque in Definition, Clear in Intent

14-15. 303 Creative Case

16.      LGBTQ+ Representation @ Warwick

17.       Warwick’s LGBTQ+ Calendar

18.       Matty Healy’s “protest”

19.       Joe Lycett’s “Queen’s Heath” event

 1.



What is PLAN?
Hel lo !

Welcome to  the  Univers i ty  of  Warwick ,  and  welcome to  PLAN!  We are
the  P r o f e s s i o n a l  L G B T Q U A +  a n d  A l l i e s  N e t w o r k ,  a  soc ie ty  dedica ted
to  the  deve lopment  of  LGBTQUA+ s tudents .  We a im to  he lp  you  in
your  univers i ty  journey  however  we  can ,  whether  you ’ re  looking  for
advice  on  an  upcoming  in terv iew,  speaker  ta lks  f rom LGBTQUA+
profess iona l s  and  ac t iv i s t s ,  or  jus t  a  group of  people  to  go  to  Loud and
Proud wi th .   

We work  wi th  our  sponsors  to  run  events  in t roduc ing  you  to  d i f ferent
sec tors ,  wi th  our  par tner  companies  ranging  f rom law and  f inance
f i rms  to  char i t ie s  and  non-corpora tes .  In  the  f i r s t  term a lone  we  wi l l
be  running  an  in-person  networking  event  wi th  employees  f rom our
pres t ig ious  sponsor  f i rms ,  our  week ly  Queer  Careers  Ser ies  which  takes
you  through each  s tage  of  appl ica t ions  f rom CV workshops  to  mock
interv iews ,  and  a  v i s i t  to  the  London of f i ces  o f  both  Reed  Smith  and
the  F i n a n c i a l  T i m e s .   

We a l so  run  soc ia l s  bu i ld ing  our  communi ty  in  Warwick  and  beyond .
These  inc lude  the  re turn  of  Leamington ’ s  f i r s t  ever  LGBTQUA+ c lub
night  and  our  t r ip  to  London for  Nat iona l  S tudent  Pr ide ,  where  we  wi l l
meet  the  PLAN soc ie t ies  f rom other  univers i t ie s  tha t  make  up  the
expanding  nat iona l  ne twork  we  are  a  par t  o f .  We are  a l so  l aunching  a
domest ic  tour ,  a s  we l l  a s  cont inuing  to  a t tend  as  many c i rc les ,  pub
crawls ,  and  Loud and  Proud events  a s  we  can .   

There  are  so  many ways  to  ge t
involved  wi th  us ,  whether  you
want  to  jo in  the  team as  a
f resher ’ s  representa t ive  (watch
out  for  appl ica t ions  l aunching
next  week ! ) ,  t ry  your  hand a t
wr i t ing  an  ar t i c le  for
P lanorama or  a t tend  any  of
our  events  –  and  i f  there ’ s
anything  you ’d  l ike  to  see
from us  tha t  I  haven ’ t
ment ioned ,  then  ge t  in  touch
on soc ia l  media  to  le t  us
know!  

Have  a  grea t  year ,  and  we
hope  to  see  you  a t  our  events !  

Image :  Warwick  PLAN /  2022-2023  Exec
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Meet the team

Erin Lewis (they/them):

Deputy Editor 
I got involved in Planorama because I’ve had

a long interest in journalism and writing and

wanted to get more involved in it at Warwick

whilst also writing about queer stuff.

I am most looking forward to helping

grow the paper and reading/editing a ton

of amazing new articles from both

veterans and newbies!

Bradley Barnes (he/him):

Deputy Editor

Will Wroe (he/him): Design Editor

Emily Neville (she/her):

Editor in Chief

I’m excited for the opportunity to give

new (and old) writers an opportunity to

publish some excellent content!
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I’m eager to see the fresh direction we can take the

magazine. The opportunity to meld captivating designs

with powerful stories that resonate with our community

should prove a valuable experience for both myself and in

making a difference towards LGBTQ+ awareness as a whole.



Editor’s Note
Dear Reader,

Writing that line is such a Taylor Swift moment! Welcome to my first print of Planorama

as the Editor-in-Chief. I am very proud of this paper and the articles within it, written by a

breadth of students at the University of Warwick. I also greatly appreciate the work of my

team: Bradley, Erin and Will whom you can meet on the previous page.

When designing the contents of this print our key focus has been to introduce the freshers

to the LGBTQ+ scene at Warwick. We know that entering a new environment as a young

person questioning their identity, whether out or not, can be extremely challenging and

adds another element of difficulty to the already daunting concept of moving away from

home for the first time and starting higher education. Hence, this magazine hopes to share

an insight into the support available at the University and how to find it.

As a team, we have laboured over the curation of a delicate array of article ideas. From the

political, to the arts, we hope to provide all writers with the inspiration to take one of our

pitches. We especially encourage those who have never written for Planorama, or any

student publication, to take the plunge. We recommend choosing a topic that you already

have a deep understanding of to make the writing process as smooth as possible, but we

are happy to accept articles about anything you have an interest in. Whether that be an

international news story you have been discussing in your seminars, or a TV show you

have binged multiple times over.

Thank you to those who took the time to read through our pitch suggestions, and

especially to those who have agreed to write for this magazine. Through reading this

edition, you will see that writers for Planorama are passionate about many aspects of

LGBTQ+ issues, from protest to policy. A prominent idea featured in this paper is that of

the threat US law poses to LGBTQ+ people. Our writers explore caselaw and criticise

damaging legislation that diminishes the positions of LGBTQ+ identifying people within

society. Meanwhile, there are also articles reflecting on the positive representation of

LGBTQ+ figures, both historically and in the present day, film, TV, literature, and other

forms of media.

The PLAN and Planorama teams hope you enjoy this edition of the magazine, and get as

much insight from reading it as we gained from making it.

Emily Neville (she/her)
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HEARTSTOPPER:
SEASON 2
Amy Adshead (they/she) praises Heartstopper’s

portrayal of coming out and the  more serious

tone the TV phenomenon explores in its most

recent season.

  The  debut  of  Char l ie  Spr ing  and  Nick  Nel son ’ s  on-
screen  love  s tory  was  met  wi th  overwhelming
support  when the  f i r s t  season  a i red  on  Net f l ix  in
2022 .  I t s  co lourfu l  s ty le  demonstra ted  tha t  l ight  love
s tor ies  do  not  and  should  not  be  reserved  for
heterosexua l  rom-coms .  Compared  to  the  s tor ies  o f
s t rugg le  we ’ re  so  used  to  in  queer  TV and  f i lm,
Hear t s topper  became a  re fresh ing  change .  For  me ,
the  Net f l ix  adapta t ion  of  A l i ce  Oseman’ s  graphic
nove l  ser ies  suppl ied  a l l  the  sweet  predic tab i l i ty  and
exc i t ing  rush  one  requires  o f  a  s tereotypica l ,  t een
romance .  Hence ,  when season  two  b las ted  in to  l i fe
wi th  Maggie  Rogers ’  upbeat  song  ‘Shat ter ’  and
Char l ie ’ s  beaming ,  loved-up  smi le ,  I  cou ldn ’ t  be
happier  to  see  where  i t  would  take  us .  
   Now in  a  commit ted  re la t ionship  together ,  season
two focuses  on  Char l ie  and  Nick  as  they  open  up  to
the ir  f r iends  and  fami ly  members .  Though the
charac ters ’  chemis t ry  i s  undeniab le ,  the  publ ic
sphere  cer ta in ly  i sn ’ t  wi thout  i t s  compl ica t ions .
Char l ie ,  a l ready  open  about  h i s  sexua l i ty ,  i s  ac t ive ly
ready  to  support  Nick  in  coming  out .  Despi te  th i s ,
Nick  must  confront  long-s tanding  f r iends  and
homophobic  fami ly  members ,  none  of  which  seem to
ins tant ly  unders tand  h i s  ident i ty .  One  par t i cu lar ly
charming  phrase  spoken  throughout  i s  the  sas sy
c lar i f i ca t ion :  “ I ’m Bi ,  ac tua l ly . ”  Whi le  K i t  Connor ’ s
shor t  de l ivery  of ten  humorous ly  exposes  the
pre judice  of  Nick ’ s  peers ,  i t  a l so  important ly  point s
out  the  as sumpt ions  around a  ‘ c l a s s ic ’  coming  out .
The  scr ip t ing  of  Nick ’ s  l ines  sh ine  in  th i s  regard ,
g iv ing  opportuni t ies  in  the  d ia logue  where  he  could
revea l  the  t ru th  or  jus t  a s  eas i ly  cont inue  to  keep  h i s
re la t ionship  a  secre t .  The  e f fec t  i s  a  tense  but
rea l i s t i c  hes i ta t ion  tha t  i s  incredib ly  re la tab le .  

  There  are  def in i te ly  fau l t s  wi th  present ing  a
convenient ly  queer  s torywor ld .  In  many ins tances
these  environments  s imply  aren ’ t  t rue  re f lec t ions  of
LGBTQ+ exper iences .  Never the less ,  the  romance
that  we  so  adore  cont inues  to  up l i f t ,  w i th  some very
pass ionate  k i s s ing  scenes  be tween  Nick  and  Char l ie .
I  en joyed  the  added  leve l  o f  matur i ty  th i s  season
wi th  le s s  na ive  charac ter i sa t ion  and  a  heav ier
emphas i s  on  deeper  emot iona l  connect ions .  This
i sn ’ t  jus t  l imi ted  to  re la t ionships  e i ther .  When a t  a
par ty  Tao  descr ibes  h imse l f  a s  “ fundamenta l ly
unl ikeab le” ,  Char l ie  meets  h im wi th  a  t ight  embrace .
The  d ia logue  and  ac t ing  aren ’ t  overdone  when
portray ing  these  moments  cons ider ing  the  a lmost
formula ic  se t t ings  they  take  p lace  in .  Whether  i t  be
a  s leepover ,  prom or  the  c i ty  of  Par i s ,  the  show
cont inues  to  have  very  hear t - touching  moments  tha t
e f fec t ive ly  pu l l  an  audience  in .  
  I ’d  def in i te ly  recommend the  show to  anyone
seek ing  a  d ivers ion  f rom the  everyday .  Season  two
conta ins  a  p lo t  abundant  wi th  romance ,  f r iendship
and queer  joy .  The  darker  notes  tha t  beg in  to  appear
th i s  season ,  in  my opin ion ,  add  a  necessary
complex i ty  to  the  charac ters '  l ives  for  audiences  to
ident i fy  wi th .  A l though ,  the  unreso lved  subplot  o f
Char l ie ’ s  menta l  hea l th  becomes  a  point  o f  concern
as  the  season  draws  to  a  b i t tersweet  c lose .  The  f ina l
song  fea tured  i s  ‘ur  so  Pre t ty ’  by  the  show’s  own
Wil l i am Gao  and  h i s  s i s ter  Ol iv ia  Hardy .  My fee l ing
i s  tha t  i t s  de l i ca te  p iano  melody  i s  meant  to  make  us
gent ly  aware  the  unbroken  pos i t iv i ty  of  the  show so
far  wi l l  be  shor t - l ived  wi th  season  three .
  Could  i t  be  tha t  Hear t s topper  in tends  to  turn  over
a  new leaf ?  (Knee  s lap )

   More  ser ious  moments  of  the  newes t  season  a l so
expose  how debi l i t a t ing  the  emot ions  behind  coming
out  can  be .  Nick ’ s  in terna l  wor ld ,  t rans la ted  in to  the
ser ies ’  i conic  comic-book  s ty le  an imat ions ,
i l lus t ra tes  the  conf l i c t  o f  fee l ing  a f ra id  to  te l l  people
your  sexua l i ty  and  fee l ing  gu i l ty  tha t  you  haven ’ t
a l ready  to ld  them.  I  imagine ,  e spec ia l ly  for  younger
audiences ,  th i s  provides  comfort  wi th  the  message
that  i t ’ s  common to  fee l  caught  be tween  emot ions .
The  pac ing  of  the  show a l so  reminds  us  tha t  queer
people  don ’ t  owe  the i r  ident i t ie s .  One  of  my
favour i te  moments  was  Nick ’ s  d i scuss ion  wi th  h i s
rugby  coach .  I t ’ s  f rank ly  unrea l i s t i c  o f  Br i t i sh
schools  to  have  such  a  k ind  recept ion  a f ter  be ing
caught  snogging ,  but  the  in terac t ion  re inforces
Nick ’ s  choice ,  amongs t  a l l  the  pressure ,  to  be  openly
bi sexua l .  
 

a plot abundant with

romance, frienship

and queer joy.

I t ’ s  o f f i c ia l :  season  two  of  Hear t s topper  i s  out
and ,  funni ly  enough ,  so  i s  Nick  Nel son  ( the
rugby-boy ,  love  in teres t ) .
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But I’m a
Cheerleader 

 an LGBT cult classic

   The  connect ion  tha t  b lossoms  between  Graham
and Megan  i s  sweet  to  watch ,  e spec ia l ly  when i t
becomes  more  of  a  key  fac tor  l a ter  on  in  the  f i lm,
but  i t  never  fee l s  a s  though i t  ex i s t s  in  a  vacuum.
Both  of  them are  cons tant ly  aware  of  what  the i r
re la t ionship  means  and  what  wi l l  happen to  them i f
they  are  caught .
 There  are  f i lms  tha t  seek  to  explore  le sb ian
re la t ionships  and  exper iences  in  contemporary
se t t ings ,  most  recent ly  the  f i lm B o t t o m s  ( 2023)
which  fo l lows  two  queer  g i r l s  who s tar t  a  f ight  c lub
in  order  to  ge t  c loser  to  the i r  c rushes  and  T á r
(2022)  which  explores  the  demise  of  a  renowned
female  conductor  par t ia l ly  due  to  her  inappropr ia te
behaviour  wi th  younger ,  female  mus ic ians .
   But  there  i s  s t i l l  something  spec ia l  about  B u t  I ’ m  a
C h e e r l e a d e r :  the  k indness  and  depth  i t  a f fords  to  a l l
i t s  charac ters ,  how wi t ty  and  in te l l igent  the
commentary  i s  and  how aes thet ica l ly  p leas ing  i t  i s .
 Upon i t ’ s  in i t i a l  re lease ,  severa l  compar i sons  were
made  to  the  work  of  cu l t  f i lmmaker  John Waters
who ’ s  br ight ,  counter-  cu l ture  f i lms ,  inc luding  one
where  a  drag  queen  ea t s  dog  excrement ,  brought
him to  prominence  in  the  1970s .  Ins tead ,  But  I ’m a
Cheer leader  i s  earnes t  and  hear t fe l t ,  present ing
hol i s t i c  v iews  of  i t s  charac ters  and  t rea t ing  them
empathet ica l ly  whi l s t  never  ho ld ing  back  f rom
making  jokes  about  the  wor ld  in  which  these
charac ters  inhabi t .

Image :  Net f l ix

the  r i se  of  queer  c inema has  a l lowed for  
vo ices  of  d i f ferent  backgrounds  to  h igh l ight
the i r  exper iences  -  there  seems  to  be  a  gap
in  le sb ian  c inema.  Whi l s t  queer  men and
trans  people  have  f i lms  centred  in  both
the  h i s tor ica l  and  the  present  i t  seems  tha t  wi th  the
except ion  of  B o o k s m a r t  ( 2019 )  tha t  a lmost  a l l  f i lms
fea tur ing  le sb ians  are  se t  in  a  t ime  before  the
l ightbulb  was  invented .  
   However ,  when th i s  appears  to  be  the  case  i t  fee l s
important  to  h igh l ight  a  f i lm that  i s  ab le  to  centre
present  day  le sb ian  re la t ionships  whi l s t  be ing
hi lar ious  and  making  in teres t ing  commentary  on
heteronormat iv i ty  and  LGBT ident i t ie s .  I t  a l so
fea tures  RuPaul ’ s  l ine  “ I  myse l f  was  once  a  gay”  sa id
wi th  an  earnes tness  tha t  should  have  won h im an
Oscar .
 B u t  I ’ m  a  C h e e r l e a d e r  ( 1999)  fo l lows  Megan  (Natasha
Lyonne)  who i s  unknowingly  ous ted  f rom her
conservat ive  Amer ican  fami ly  for  be ing  a  l e sb ian .  I
say  unknowingly  because  Megan  be l ieves  tha t  her
behaviours ,  hav ing  exc lus ive ly  p ic tures  of  g i r l s  in
her  locker ,  not  rea l ly  l ik ing  her  boyfr iend  and
being  vegetar ian ,  a re  a l l  ent i re ly  normal .  I t ’ s  on ly
when her  fami ly  sends  her  to  True  Direc t ions ,  a
re l ig ious  convers ion  therapy  camp,  tha t  she  beg ins
to  bond wi th  o ther  queer  people  and  unders tand
who she  i s  more .
 Unl ike  more  recent  f i lms  l ike  B o y  E r a s e d  ( 2018 )  and
T h e  M i s e d u c a t i o n  o f  C a m e r o n  P o s t  ( 2018 ) ,  True
Direc t ions  i s  never  t rea ted  wi th  any  ser iousness .
Each  e lement  of  i t  i s  p layed  to  the  ex tremes  to  show
the  farc ica l  na ture  of  the  gender  ro les  a s s igned  to
these  charac ters  and  the  convers ion  camp i t se l f .  A l l
the  charac ters  spend the i r  t ime  a t  True  Direc t ions
in  e i ther  f luorescent  p ink  or  b lue  as  they  are  made
to  spend t ime f ix ing  cars  or  hoover ing  f loors  wi th
equipment  tha t  in tent iona l ly  looks  l ike  they ’ re
made  f rom plas t i c ine .  When the  group are  to ld  to
ta lk  about  the i r  ‘ root ’  tha t  ‘made ’  them LGBT each
person  l i s t s  prepos terous  th ings  l ike  “my mother
got  marr ied  in  pants  [ s i c ] ” ,  “ I  was  born  in  France”
and  “Traumat ic  breas t s ” .  There  i s  a l so  the  fac t  tha t
True  Direc t ions  i s  run  by  Rag ing  Bul l  s tar  Cathy
Moriar ty  who exudes  the  energy  of  a  mal ic ious
Stepford  wi fe  and  RuPaul  who ,  even  in  the  l a te
1990 ,  was  seen  as  an  LGBT icon  -  a  s ta tus  l ike ly
cemented  by  h i s  per formance  in  th i s  f i lm.
 Once  Megan  has  found her  root ,  which  i s  “ see ing
Mom kind  of  be ing  the  Dad”  when her  fa ther
became unemployed ,  she  beg ins  to  become more
integra ted  wi th  the  o ther  members  of  the  camp.
Some of  the  memorable  charac ters ,  l ike  S inead ,  a
goth  le sb ian ,  and  Dolph ,  a  gay  vars i ty  wres t ler  wi th
ninet ies  s ty le  ge l led  ha i r ,  on ly  have  br ie f
in terac t ions  wi th  Megan  compared  to  the  o thers  in
the  group tha t  she  grows  c lose  to .  In  par t i cu lar  she
deve lops  a  c lose  re la t ionship  wi th  Graham (Clea
DuVal l ) ,  a  rebe l l ious  le sb ian  who was  sent  away
af ter  be ing  caught  wi th  another  g i r l .  Whi l s t  she
seems  to  be  res i s tant  to  the   programme,  ro l l ing  her
eyes  a t  most  th ings  and  dragg ing  o ther  people  to
the  loca l  gay  bar ,  she  never  takes  i t  to  the  point
where  she  leaves  because ,  l ike  everyone  e l se ,  she  i s
t rapped  there .  

B y  E r i n  L e w i s  ( t h e y / t h e m )

T here  may  be  a  subsec t ion  of
f i lmmakers  who do  not  th ink
lesb ians  ex i s ted  a f ter  1900 .  Whi l s t  
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LGBTQ+ EXPERIENCES
A MEDIA

The Village - Wrabel

Derry Girls: Specifically Clare

Emily Dickinson’s poetryAsagao to Kase San

Everything Everywhere All At Once

Heartstopper  - Alice Oseman

Something to Talk About - Meryl Wilsner

Julia - Hollie Cols
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BEYOND UNIVERSITY
PORTFOLIO

Good Omens

The Handmaiden (2016)

Another Country - James Baldwin

Our Flag Means Death

Girls Like Girls - Hayley Kiyoko

Priory of the Orange Tree -
Samantha Shannon

The Letters of Vita Sackville-
West to Virginia Woolf

Pretty Girls - Renee Rapp
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Queen’s Heath
Joe Lycett’s LGBTQ+ Pride event 

was  shocked  by  what  a  success  the  c lever ly-co ined
“Queen ’ s  Heath”  became,  which  has  now been
running  s ince  2021 .
   Lycet t  i s  known for  we l l - in tent ioned  pranks  upon
unsuspect ing  scammers ,  and  the  threa t  to  shred  ten
thousand pounds  in  protes t  aga ins t  David  Beckham’s
ambassadorship  of  the  Wor ld  Cup .  In  2022 ,  th i s  was
he ld  in  Qatar ,  a  country  wi th  a  poor  human r ights
record  and  where  same-sex  re la t ionships  are
cr imina l i sed .
   Lycet t  showed what  appeared  to  be  the  shredding
of  th i s  money ,  but  l a ter  announced  tha t  the  money
wasn ’ t  rea l :  “ In  many ways ,  i t  was  l ike  your  dea l
wi th  Qatar ,  David .  Tota l  bu l l s***  f rom the  s tar t .  I ’m
not  even  queer !  Only  jok ing . ”
   Prev ious ly ,  Lycet t  to ld  Channel  4 :  " I  d idn ' t  choose
to  be  b i sexua l .  But  a s  I ' ve  grown I 've  rea l i sed  I  d id
have  a  choice ,  a  choice  to  be  open  and  brave  and
say ,  'Thi s  i s  who I  am' .  I  th ink  Pr ide  i s  many th ings
to  many people ,  but  to  me i t ' s  pr ide  in  tak ing  tha t
leap . "
   Key  aspect s  o f  th i s  year ’ s  event  inc luded  f ree  l ive
musica l  per formances ,  f ace  pa int ing .
   Speak ing  to  the  crowd a t  the  event ,  Lycet t  s ta ted
he  had  "no  idea  how important  [Queen ’ s  Heath]
would  become and  how beaut i fu l  i t  would  be " .
   Tak ing  to  Twi t ter ,  one  fan  sa id :  “Pr ide  i s  a lways  a
protes t  but  love ly  to  see  such  a  ce lebra t ion  on  the
s t ree t s  too . ”
   Fur ther ,  many loca l  bus inesses  are  involved  in  the
pro jec t ,  inc luding  in  hos t ing  the  enter ta inment  and
provid ing  food  and  dr inks .  The  Heath  Bookshop a l so
he ld  author  events .  Other  enter ta inment  ranged
from DJs  to  cabare t .
 K ings  Heath  Bus iness  Improvement  Dis t r i c t
manager ,  Mat t  Powel l ,  to ld  B i r m i n g h a m  L i v e  tha t
“what  Joe  Lycet t  has  done  to  promote  Kings  Heath ,
th ings  l ike  Queen ’ s  Heath  par t i cu lar ly ,  jus t  wouldn ’ t
have  worked”  wi thout  h i s  fame as  a  comedian .
   In  addi t ion ,  the  c i ty  of  B irmingham holds  i t s  own
year ly  Pr ide  wi th in  the  same month ,  June .
  In  the  pas t ,  Lycet t  has  a t tended  both  Queen ’ s
Heath  and  Birmingham Pr ide  and  in  2022 ,  he
produced  a  show,  J o e  L y c e t t ’ s  B i g  P r i d e  P a r a d e ,  in
ce lebra t ion  of  50  years  o f  Pr ide .  This  was  hos ted
from Birmingham and boas ted  a  range  of  gues t s
f rom Danny Dyer  to  Boy  George .

J
oe  Lycet t ,  a  K ing ’ s  Heath  res ident  and  comedian ,
hos ted  h i s  th i rd  Pr ide  event  wi th in  h i s  loca l
Birmingham communi ty  in  June  2023 .
   A l though th i s  was  in tended  as  a  joke ,  Lycet t  

By Emily Neville (she/her)

I m a g e s :  J a m i e  C o o p e r /  B i r m i n g h a m  W o r l d  ( t o p )
C h a n n e l  4  ( b o t t o m )
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By Bradley Barnes (He/Him)

Images :  Amazon

The Color Purple
          h e  C o l o r  P u r p l e  i s  a  persona l  favour i te  of  my mum and she  has  been  
          t ry ing  to  ge t  me to  read  i t  for  years  now.  As  of ten  wi th  recommendat ions  
         f rom parents ,  I  d idn ’ t  in i t i a l ly  l i s ten  but  eventua l ly  I  caved  and  p icked  i t
up .  I  d id  not  regre t  i t .
   To  g ive  a  bas ic  p lo t  synops i s  to  those  unfami l iar  wi th  the  work ,  the  book
fo l lows  the  journey  of  Ce l ie ,  a  gay  b lack  woman who i s  t ry ing  to  move  forward
from her  t raumat ic  pas t .  Raped  by  her  s tep  fa ther  and  then  marr ied  of f  to  an
uncar ing  and  abus ive  husband ,  she  i s  l e f t  s t r ipped  of  any  autonomy.  But  a s  t ime
goes  on ,  through her  own s t rength  and  the  support  o f  those  around her ,  she
manages  to  ga in  f reedom and a  chance  a t  a  happy  l i fe .  I t ’ s  a  beaut i fu l  nove l ,  a s
upl i f t ing  as  i t  can  be  hear t -break ing ,  and  I  fee l  genuine ly  honoured  to  be  ab le
to  ta lk  about  i t .
   However ,  I ’m a l so  s l ight ly  terr i f ied .  This  i s  due  both  to  the  weight  of  the
book ’ s  content  and  the  controversy  tha t  has  surrounded i t  s ince  i t s  re lease .
A l though commended by  many for  i t s  compel l ing  narra t ive  and  unique
epis to lary  s ty le  ( the  book  i s  composed  ent i re ly  of  l e t ters ) ,  i t  has  garnered  a  fa i r
share  of  cr i t i c i sm;  both  f rom conservat ives  for  i t s  depic t ions  of  sexua l  v io lence
and homosexua l i ty ,  but  a l so  f rom wi th in  the  b lack  communi ty  for  what  some
have  compla ined  i s  a  s tereotypica l  and  derogatory  por traya l  o f  b lack  men.
   So ,  hav ing  now read  the  book ,  do  I  fee l  these  as sessments  have  any  weight ?
Wel l ,  the  conservat ive  argument  i s  ins igni f i cant  a s  far  a s  I ’m concerned ,  but
what  about  those  wi th in  the  b lack  communi ty  cr i t i c i s ing  the  nove l ?  
   In  my v iew,  a l though there  are  examples  of  b lack  men commit t ing  phys ica l
and  sexua l  v io lence  wi th in  the  nove l ,  Walker  i sn ’ t  do ing  th i s  wi th  the  purpose
of  demonis ing  tha t  group .  I  fee l  the  book ’ s  purpose  i sn ’ t  to  make  a  car ica ture
out  of  anybody ,  but  ra ther  to  explore  the  unique ,  l ayered  d i scr iminat ion  Ce l ie
faces  a s  a  b lack ,  queer ,  woman wi th in  soc ie ty .  This  in tersec t iona l i ty  l i e s  a t  the
hear t  o f  the  nove l .
   A s  a  b l a c k  p e r s o n  l i v i n g  i n  A m e r i c a  i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y ,
C e l i e  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  l e g a l ,  s o c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .  
    A s  a  w o m a n ,  s h e  i s  a  s e c o n d - c l a s s  c i t i z e n  e v e n  w i t h i n  h e r  o w n  c o m m u n i t y .  
   A n d  a s  a  l e s b i a n ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  p r o s p e c t  o f  h e r  e v e r  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  d i s p l a y  h e r
l o v e  p u b l i c l y .  
   I t  i s  not  tha t  Walker  i s  unconcerned  wi th  rac i sm towards  b lack  people  as  a
whole  and  i f  you  read  the  nove l  you ’ l l  see  the  oppos i te  i s  t rue ;  she  i s  s imply
try ing  to  emphas i se  Ce l ie ’ s  hardships  in  par t i cu lar .  
   And  the  b lack  male  charac ters ,  for  the  most  par t ,  a re  not  wr i t ten  as  mal ic ious
f igures  but  a s  complex  and  of ten  sympathet ic  charac ters .  One  of  my favour i te
par t s  o f  the  nove l  was  see ing  Ce l ie ’ s  husband gradua l ly  redeem himse l f ,  l ead ing
to  a  mutua l  respect  be tween  h im and  h i s  e s t ranged  wi fe  which  tee ters  on
fr iendship  by  the  end  of  the  book .
   E i ther  way ,  I  th ink  those  tha t  focus  on  the  bruta l i ty  of  the  book  miss  tha t
there  i s  an  awfu l  lo t  o f  love  here  tooo .  In  fac t ,  I  would  argue  tha t  the
dichotomy between  the  two  makes  the  tender  moments  a l l  the  more  moving .  
   Many of  these  touching  segments  involve  Ce l ie  and  her  lover  Shug  Avery ,  but
there  i s  a l so  a  subt le  beauty  to  the  re la t ionship  between  Ce l ie  and  her  long-
depar ted  s i s ter  Net t ie ;  a  love  tha t  t ranscends  cont inents .  Net t ie ’ s  l e t ters  about
her  miss ionary  work  a l so  br ing  some var ie ty  to  the  nove l  a s  we l l  a s  some
fasc inat ing  commentary  on  the  complex  re la t ionship  between  Afr icans  and
Afr ican  Amer icans .  
   My persona l  favour i te  passage  in  the  nove l  i s  when Shug  and  Ce l ie  d i scuss  the
nature  of  a  h igher  power .  I t ’ s  probably  my favour i te  l e t ter  o f  the  book  and
beaut i fu l ly  weaves  the  nove l ' s  t i t l e  in to  Shug ’ s  reasoning  for  learn ing  to  love
God.  
   So  hav ing  heaped  th i s  nove l  wi th  pra i se  do  I  have  any  points  o f  c r i t i c i sm?
Wel l  persona l ly  I  d id  s t rugg le  a  l i t t l e  a t  f i r s t  wi th  the  ep i s to lary  s ty le ;  i t  was
unl ike  anyth ing  I  had  read  before  so  i t  took  some get t ing  used  to .  I  a l so  th ink
th i s  nove l  can  be  a  l i t t l e  s low a t  po int s ;  though your  pa t ience  in  the  quie ter
moments  i s  rewarded  wi th  some br i l l i ant  pay  of f  l a ter  on .
   Overa l l ,  I  thought  The  Color  Purple  was  fantas t i c .  I t  covers  p lenty  of  ground:
race ,  re l ig ion ,  gender  and  sexua l i ty  ye t  somehow never  fee l s  unfocused .  Lesser
authors  wouldn ’ t  be  ab le  to  d i scuss  jus t  one  of  these  i s sues  meaningfu l ly  over
the  course  of  a  book .  A l i ce  Walker  manages  four  in  a  nove l  which  i s  under  300
pages  long .  
   G r e a t  B o o k .  W o u l d  R e c o m m e n d .  G o  r e a d .  
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DeSantis on LGBTQ+ rights: 

By Dixon Gao-Cheung (he/they)

Opaque in definition, 
clear in intent

   Nikk i  Fr ied ,  then  Agr icu l ture  Commiss ioner  of
F lor ida  and  now Chair  o f  the  F lor ida  Democrat ic
Par ty  c la imed that  “By  s igning  a  hear t les s  ban  on
transgender  k ids  in  spor t s ,  Governor  DeSant i s  i s
marg ina l i s ing  an  ent i re  communi ty .  S igning  i t  on
the  f i r s t  day  of  Pr ide  Month  i s  e spec ia l ly  crue l ” .
   Turning  h i s  gaze  to  educat ion ,  DeSant i s  moved  to
s ign  the“Parenta l  R ights  in  Educat ion ' '  ac t  in  March
2022 ,  which  i s  l ega l ly  hazy  but  c lear  in  in tent .  I t  has
been  commonly  re ferred  to  by  cr i t i c s  a s  the  “Don ’ t
Say  Gay ' '  b i l l  due  to  i t s  erasure  of  LGBTQ+ i s sues
from the  c la s sroom curr icu lum.
 For  ins tance ,  the  b i l l  prohib i t s  “c la s sroom
ins truc t ion  on  sexua l  or ienta t ion  or  gender  ident i ty
in  k indergar ten  through grade  3”  and  in  a  fur ther ,
more  opaque  condi t ion ,  c la s sroom ins t ruc t ion  must
be  “age-appropr ia te  or  deve lopmenta l ly  appropr ia te
for  s tudents ” .
  By  cement ing  an  ignorance  of  LGBTQ+ i s sues ,
“Don ’ t  Say  Gay ' '  l eg i s la t ion  incubates  a  hos t i le
a tmosphere  for  the  queer  communi ty .
Discr iminat ion  may not  be  combated .  On the
contrary ,  pos i t ive  and  ac t ive  d i scuss ion  of  LGBTQ+
cul ture  may  be  seen  as  more  of  a  t aboo .
   I f  parents  be l ieve  tha t  schools  aren ’ t  teaching  in
accordance  wi th  new regula t ion  se t  out  by  the  b i l l ,
they  “may br ing  an  ac t ion  aga ins t  a  school  d i s t r i c t  to
obta in  a  dec lara tory  judgement”  and  in  the  case  they
rece ive  dec lara tory  or  in junct ive  re l ie f ,  protes t ing
parents  wi l l  rece ive  compensat ion  for  a t torney  fees
and  may be  awarded  damages .  
   The  Wi l l i ams  Ins t i tu te ,  a  research  centre  on  sexua l
or ienta t ion  and  gender  ident i ty  l aw and  publ ic
pol icy ,  repor ted  in  a  survey  on  the  e f fec t s  &
percept ions  of  the  “Don ’ t  Say  Gay”  b i l l ,  tha t  when
LGBTQ+ parents  were  asked  “How worr ied  are  you
about  the  e f fec t s  o f  the  Don ’ t  Say  Gay  b i l l / l aw on
your  ch i ldren  and  fami ly? ” ,  88%  of  respondents  were
very  or  somewhat  worr ied  about  the  e f fec t s  o f  the
bi l l  on  the i r  ch i ldren  and  fami l ies .

“ D o n ’ t  s a y   
g a y ”

“ W a r  o n   
w o k e ”

e lec ted  F lor ida ’ s  governor  in  2019 ,  he  has  fought
what  he  terms  the  “woke  mind v i rus”  wi th  cu l tura l ly
regress ive  leg i s la t ion .  Amids t  a  Republ ican
contro l led  s ta te  Senate  and  House ,  the  governor ,
who h imse l f  was  comfortab ly  ree lec ted  wi th  near ly
60% of  the  vote  in  2022 ,  was  ab le  to  push  through a
ser ies  o f  unabated  conservat ive  po l ic ies  inc luding
bans  on  t rans  women in  women’ s  spor t s ,  bans  on
transgender  t rea tments  for  minors  and  res t r ic t ions
on  LGBTQ+ inc lus ion  in  school  curr icu lums .
   Human Rights  Campaign ,  an  LGBTQ+ r ights
organisa t ion ,  s ta ted  in  May  2021  tha t  tha t  year  had
been  the  wors t  for  ant i -LGBTQ+ leg i s la t ion  s ince
2015  wi th  17  ant i -LGBTQ+ b i l l s  s igned  in to  l aw by
May a lone .  Of  these  1 7 ,  7  were  ant i - t rans  spor t s
bans .  DeSant i s  upped  the  f igure  to  8  on  1 /6/2021 ,
the  f i r s t  day  of  pr ide  month .
   F lor ida ’ s  2021  “Fa i rness  in  Women’s  Spor t s ”  ac t
bases  e l ig ib i l i ty  for  women’ s  spor t s  on  b io log ica l
sex  as s igned  a t  b i r th ,  prevent ing  t rans  women f rom
part ic ipa t ing  in  spor t s  in  women’ s  compet i t ions .
Without  any  regard  to  measures  such  as  hormone
leve l s  ,  th i s  po l icy  bases  i t s  judgement  so le ly  of f  the
ident i ty  of  i t s  sub jec t  a s  a  t rans  woman ra ther  than
cons ider ing  what  would  be  most  fa i r .  
   An  ear l ier  vers ion  of  the  b i l l  required  tha t
s tudents  have  the i r  geni ta l i a  examined .  
   Whi l s t  these  most  d i s turb ing  e lements  have  been
amended ,  th i s  b i l l  o f  exc lus iv i ty  a l lows  s tudents  to
sue  the i r  educat iona l  ins t i tu t ions  i f  they  suf fered
“direc t  or  indirec t  harm”  as  a  resu l t  o f  a  t rans
woman’ s  par t i c ipa t ion  in  women’ s  spor t s .  I t ’ s  a
vague  condi t ion  open  to  in terpre ta t ion  and
potent ia l  abuse  by  those  wi th  t ransphobic  agendas .
   

P res ident ia l  hopefu l  and  governor  of  F lor ida ,
Ron DeSant i s ,  a sp i res  to  esca la te  h i s  war  on   
“woke”  to  the  na t iona l  l eve l .  S ince  be ing
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Some parents  repor ted ly  sa id  they  were  now
concerned  about  the i r  “ sense  of  l eg i t imacy” ,  wi th
56%  of  respondents  hav ing  cons idered  moving  out  of
F lor ida  as  a  resu l t  o f  the  b i l l .

 DeSant i s ’ s  hard  headed  s tance  towards  LGBTQ+
r ights  has  roused  protes t  f rom across  the  s ta te  and
country ,  wi th  Joe  Biden  and  The  Whi te  House  as
wel l  a s  numerous  LGBTQ+ advocacy  groups  such  as
The  Trevor  Pro jec t  coming  out  in  oppos i t ion  to
DeSant i s ’ s  recent  l eg i s la t ion  in  F lor ida  and  cu l ture
war  rhetor ic .
 B iden  labe l led  F lor ida ’ s  “Don ’ t  Say  Gay”  b i l l  a s
“hate fu l ”  and  reassured  the  LGBTQ+ communi ty  tha t
“ I  have  your  back ,  and  my Adminis t ra t ion  wi l l
cont inue  to  f ight  for  the  protec t ions  and  sa fe ty  you
deserve” .  
 Fur ther  concern  was  expressed  by  The  Trevor
Pro jec t ,  a  non-prof i t  su ic ide  prevent ion  hot l ine  for
LGBTQ+ people ,  who s ta ted  tha t  “The  b i l l  would
ef fec t ive ly  erase  LGBTQ s tudents  and  h i s tory  by
banning  c las sroom discuss ions  about  sexua l
or ienta t ion  and  gender  ident i ty  in  schools ” .
  Despi te  cont inua l  protes t  and  oppos i t ion  to  the
governor ’ s  ant i -LGBTQ+ leg i s la t ion ,  a  fur ther  wave
of  d i scr iminatory  re forms  were  se t  out  in  Apr i l
2023 .  Changes  inc luded  sweeping  expans ions  to  the
“Don’ t  Say  Gay”  b i l l ,  w i th  ins t ruc t ion  on  sexua l
ident i ty  and  or ienta t ion  be ing  banned  through a l l
grades  a t  school ,  a  l a rge  upwards  rev i s ion  upon the
or ig ina l  ban  f rom k indergar ten  to  grade  3 .     

 Fur thermore ,  in  May  2023 ,  DeSant i s  s igned  in to  l aw
a  b i l l  making  i t  a  fe lony  to  carry  out  gender-
af f i rming  t rea tments  on  minors ,  prevent ing  them
from access ing  puber ty  b lockers  or  hormone
therapy .  S imi lar  ant i - t rans  leg i s la t ion  i s  present  in
a t  l eas t  19  o ther  US  s ta tes ,  contr ibut ing  to  an
environment  in  which  hea l thy  d i scuss ions  on  gender
dysphor ia  are  absent ,  potent ia l ly  l eav ing  minors
who have  ser ious  concerns  about  impending  changes
to  the i r  body  in  the  dark  and  wi thout  any  form of
contro l .
 Despi te  th i s ,  federa l  judge  Rober t  Hink le  par t ia l ly
b locked  new ru l ings ,  a l lowing  a  group of  fami l ies  to
cont inue  wi th  gender-af f i rming  care .  In  the
dec i s ion ,  Hink le  argued  tha t  the  s ta te  could  not
“demonstra te  any  ra t iona l  bas i s ,  much les s  an
important  or  compel l ing  one ,  for  the  t ransgender
medica l  bans  which  prevent  t ransgender  adolescents
f rom get t ing  sa fe  and  e f fec t ive  medica l ly  necessary
hea l thcare” .
 DeSant i s ’ s  sus ta ined  cu l ture  war  of fens ive  has
v i s ib ly  grown more  author i tar ian  and  expl ic i t  in
intent ,  cons truc t ing  the  unequa l  l ega l  in fras t ruc ture
required  for  sus ta ined  s t ruc tura l  d i scr iminat ion
aga ins t  LGBTQ+ communi t ies  in  F lor ida .  
 Whi l s t  DeSant i s  t ra i l s  s ign i f i cant ly  in  the  po l l s
compared  to  Trump wi th  f igures  f rom Ju ly
predic t ing  a  20  point  l ead  for  Trump aga ins t
DeSant i s  in  h i s  own home s ta te  of  F lor ida ,  he  could
s tay  on  as  governor  of  F lor ida  unt i l  J anuary  2027 .
Thus ,  whi l s t  he  may  not  reach  the  h ighes t  o f f i ce  in
the  US  to  pro jec t  h i s  in to lerance ,  i t  may  very  we l l  be
loca l i sed  for  years  to  come.

Joe  Biden ,  US  Pres ident

“ I  h a v e  y o u r  b a c k ,  a n d  m y
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o
f i g h t  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n s  a n d
s a f e t y  y o u  d e s e r v e ”
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Can freedom of speech allow

the  S ta te  f rom forc ing  her  to  crea te  webs i tes
ce lebra t ing  marr iages  tha t  defy  her  be l ie f  tha t
marr iage  should  be  reserved  to  unions  be tween  one
man and  one  woman. ”  A l l i ance  Defending  Freedom
(ADA) ,  the  Chr i s t i an  l aw f i rm Miss  Smith  was
represented  by ,  def ined  the  case  as  a  “pre-
enforcement  cha l lenge…  cha l leng ing  the  l aw before
i t  was  used  to  punish  Lor ie . ”  The  law concerned  was
the  Colorado  Ant i -Discr iminat ion  Act  (CADA) ,  which
“prohib i t s  a l l  ‘publ ic  accommodat ions ’  f rom denying
‘ the  fu l l  and  equa l  en joyment ’  o f  i t s  goods  and
serv ices  to  any  cus tomer  based  on  h i s  race ,  c reed ,
d i sab i l i ty ,  sexua l  or ienta t ion ,  or  o ther  s ta tu tor i ly
enumerated  t ra i t . ”
  Miss  Smith  as ser ted  tha t  the  CADA v io la tes  the
Free  Speech  Clause  of  the  F i r s t  Amendment  by
compel l ing  her  to  crea te  webs i tes  “ce lebra t ing
marr iages  she  does  not  endorse . ’ ’  She  argued  th i s
cons t i tu t iona l  r ight  to  re fuse  to  crea te  same-sex
wedding  webs i tes  due  to  her  be l ie f  tha t  such
webs i tes  would  send  a  “message ’ ’  for  her  bus iness
that  “contradic t s  b ib l i ca l  t ru th . ’ ’  Jus t i ce  Sotomayor
contes ted  th i s  c la im in  her  d i s sent ,  a rguing  tha t  the
“ac t  o f  d i scr iminat ion  has  never  cons t i tu ted
protec ted  express ion  under  the  F i r s t  Amendment . ”
Sotomayor  cont inued  tha t  a l though the  l aw does  not
compel  bus inesses  to  se l l  any  par t i cu lar  goods  or
serv ices ,  “ i f  a  bus iness  chooses  to  prof i t  f rom the
publ ic  market…the  s ta te  may  ensure  tha t  groups
his tor ica l ly  marked  for  second-c las s  s ta tus  are  not
denied  goods  or  serv ices  on  equa l  terms . ”  
 Smith  c i ted  the  M a s t e r p i e c e  C a k e s h o p  case  a s  credib le
ev idence  tha t  the  CADA may compel  her  to  crea te
webs i tes  for  same-sex  marr iages .  This  case  involved
a  Colorado  bakery  owned by  the  devout  Chr i s t i an
and baker  Jack  Phi l ips ,  who in  2012  to ld  

the  same-sex  couple  Char l ie  Cra ig  and  David  Mul l ins
that  he  would  not  crea te  a  wedding  cake  due  to  h i s
“ re l ig ious  oppos i t ion  to  same-sex  marr iages . ”  L ike
Miss  Smith ,  Mr  Phi l ips  argued  tha t  compel l ing  h im
to  crea te  the  cake  to  “express  a  message  wi th  which
he  d i sagreed , ”  would  “v io la te  h i s  r ight  to  f ree
speech , ”  and  “h i s  r ight  to  the  f ree  exerc i se  of
re l ig ion . ”  When Cra ig  and  Mul l ins  were  in terv iewed
by  USA Today ,  Mul l ins  was  a sked  to  address  o thers
asser t ing  F i r s t  Amendment  ob jec t ions  to  serv ing
same-sex  couples  due  to  re l ig ious  be l ie f .  Mul l ins
s ta ted  “ f reedom of  re l ig ion  i s  e s sent ia l  in  our
country ,  but  you  cannot  prac t ice  [ s i c ]  your  fa i th  in  a
way  tha t  exc ludes  o thers  f rom publ ic  l i fe . ”  He
cont inued  tha t  po l ic ies  l ike  M a s t e r p i e c e  C a k e s h o p
“hur t  people , ”  making  “LGBTQ people  fee l  l ike
second-c las s  c i t i zens  in  the i r  own country . ”  Af ter
be ing  denied  serv ice ,  Cra ig  says  he  “broke  down” .
 The  Supreme Court  ho ld ing  in  3 0 3  C r e a t i v e  tha t  the
Fir s t  Amendment  prohib i t s  “Colorado  f rom forc ing  a
webs i te  des igner  to  crea te  express ive  des igns
speak ing  messages  wi th  which  the  des igner
di sagrees”  i s  a  “v ic tory  for  bus iness  owners  who
oppose  same-sex  marr iage  for  re l ig ious  reasons , ”  but
there  i s  concern  about  th i s  unprecedented  except ion
to  nondiscr iminat ion  laws .  Despi te  the  cour t  ru l ing
be ing  descr ibed  as  a  “h igh ly  fac t - spec i f i c  dec i s ion”
and  a  narrow except ion ,  there  are  concerns  about
the  precedent  the  case  has  se t .
 Sarah  Warebe low,  the  Human Rights  Campaign ’ s
Lega l  Direc tor ,  expressed  to  T i m e  the  potent ia l  tha t
3 0 3  C r e a t i v e  w i l l  “ insp ire  d i scr iminatory  behavior”
and  Rutgers  l aw professor ,  Kat ie  Eyer ,  noted  i t  has
“emboldened  much broader  c la ims  in  the  lower
court s  and  among others  who might  wish  to
di scr iminate . ”  Mary  Bonauto ,  Senior  Direc tor  of
Civ i l  R ights  and  Lega l  S t ra teg ies  a t  GLBTQ Lega l
Advocates  &  Defenders ,  a f f i rmed that  i t  i s  c ruc ia l
tha t  the  ru l ing  “ remains  l imi ted  to  the  h igh ly
spec i f i c  and  cus tomised . . .  serv ices  the  Court  found
in  th i s  case ,  and  i s  not  seen  as  a  green  l ight  to  a s ser t
a  f ree  speech  defense . . .  in  o ther  areas  of  l aw . ’ ’  
   In  Jus t i ce  Sotomayor ’ s  d i s sent ,  she  found the
ru l ing  “hear tbreak ing , ”  e spec ia l ly  in  the  context  o f
the  “back lash  to  the  movement  for  l iber ty  and
equa l i ty  for  gender  and  sexua l  minor i t ie s . ”  The
American  Civ i l  L iber t ies  Union  (ACLU) ,  i s  current ly
t rack ing  492  ant i -LGBTQ bi l l s   in  the  U .S .  I t
observes  tha t  in  the  pas t  few years ,  s ta tes  have
“advanced  a  record  number  of  b i l l s  tha t  a t tack
LGBTQ r ights ,  e spec ia l ly  t ransgender  youth . ”  Jus t i ce
Sotomayor  expla ins  th i s  “ reac t ionary  exc lus ion”  as
fami l iar ,  compar ing  i t  to  publ ic  e s tab l i shments
c la iming  “based  on  s incere  re l ig ious  be l ie f s ,
cons t i tu t iona l  r ights  to  d i scr iminate , ’ ’  when  the
“c iv i l  r ights  and  women’ s  r ight ’ s  movements  sought
equa l i ty  in  publ ic  l i fe . ”

The 303 Creative v. Elenis Case
On the 30th June 2023, the US Supreme Court agreed with a six-justice majority that “the First Amendment exempts a website design company from a

state law that prohibits the company from denying wedding websites to same-sex couples if the company chooses to sell those websites to the public.” For

some, this has been celebrated as a victory for religious freedom, but it has proved a matter of concern for LGBTQ rights. Justice Sotomayor described the

decision as the “first time in history” the Court has granted a business open to the public a “constitutional right to refuse to serve members of a protected

class.”

B
efore  expanding  her  graphic  des ign  bus iness
to  serve  couples  seek ing  wedding  webs i tes ,
Lor ie  Smith  sought  an  in junct ion  to  “prevent

Image  of  the  current  US  Jus t i ces  v ia  the  Supreme Court
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for freedom to discriminate?
By Laura van-Diesen (she/her)

  Jus t i ce  Kennedy  made  s imi lar  comments  on  the
consequences  of  except ions  to  publ ic
accommodat ions  l aws  in  the  M a s t e r p i e c e  C a k e s h o p ,
exp la in ing  tha t  i f  people  provid ing  goods  and
serv ices  for  marr iages  and  weddings  began  re fus ing
to  do  so  for  gay  persons ,  i t  would  resu l t  in  a
“communi ty-wide  s t igma incons i s tent  wi th  the
his tory  and  dynamics  of  c iv i l  r ights  l aws  tha t  ensure
equa l  access  to  goods ,  serv ices ,  and  publ ic
accommodat ions . ”
  Jus t i ce  Kennedy  made  s imi lar  comments  on  the
consequences  of  except ions  to  publ ic
accommodat ions  l aws  in  M a s t e r p i e c e  C a k e s h o p ,
exp la in ing  tha t  i f  people  provid ing  goods  and
serv ices  for  marr iages  and  weddings  began  re fus ing
to  do  so  for  gay  persons ,  i t  would  resu l t  in  a
“communi ty-wide  s t igma incons i s tent  wi th  the
his tory  and  dynamics  of  c iv i l  r ights  l aws  tha t  ensure
equa l  access  to  goods ,  serv ices ,  and  publ ic
accommodat ions . ”
 The  Chr i s t i an  baker  in  M a s t e r p i e c e  C a k e s h o p  and
Lor ie  Smith  in  the  3 0 3  C r e a t i v e  case  were  both
represented  by  the  Chr i s t i an  l aw f i rm Al l i ance
Defending  Freedom (ADF) .  ADF was  founded  in  1994
by  a  group of  l ead ing  Chr i s t i an  evange l ica l  l eaders ,
one  of  which  was  James  Dobson ,  the  founder  of  the
ant i  LGBTQ Focus  on  the  Fami ly  organisa t ion .  The
causes  of  ADF inc lude  oppos i t ion  to  abor t ion  and
same-sex  marr iage ,  and  soc ia l  conservat ives  ha i l  the
group as  “champions  of  re l ig ious  f reedom.”  They
were  descr ibed  by  Southern  Pover ty  Law Center
(SPLC)  as  a  “des ignated  hate  group”  in  2016 ,  due  to
having  “ supported  the  recr imina l i sa t ion  of  sexua l
ac t s  be tween  consent ing  LGBTQ adul t s  in  the  U .S
and cr imina l iza t ion  abroad , ”  and  hav ing  defended
s ta te-sanct ioned  s ter i l i za t ion  of  t rans  people  abroad .
The  ADF d i scredi t s  the  Southern  Pover ty  Law
Center ,  but  numerous  o ther  advocacy  groups  have
cr i t i c i sed  i t s  ac t ions ,  wi th  GLAAD descr ib ing  ADF as
a  “danger  to  every  Amer ican  who va lues  the i r
f reedoms . ”  ADF have  fur ther  been  repor ted  to  have
been  behind  the  15  week  abor t ion  ban  in  Miss i s s ippi
which  prompted  a  l ega l  case  tha t  eventua l ly  resu l ted  

in  Roe  v  Wade ,  which  granted  the  r ight  to  abor t ion ,
be ing  over turned .  Emerson  Hodges ,  research  ana lys t
a t  the  SPLC,  wrote  for  The  Guardian  tha t  the  ADF i s
a t tempt ing  to  “undo LGBTQ soc ia l  and  leg i s la t ive
progress…  under  the  gu i se  of  re l ig ious  l iber ty ,  and
re l ig ious  f reedom.  What  tha t  means ,  though ,  i s  the
re l ig ious  l iber ty  to  d i scr iminate  and  the  re l ig ious
freedom to  inva l ida te  LGBTQ indiv idua l s . ”
Hodges  says  ‘ ’ jus t  about  every  ant i -LGBT leg i s la t ion
that  you ’ve  seen  probably  in  the  pas t  decade  was
probably  copied  or  paraphrased  of f  o f  a  model
leg i s la t ion  bui l t  by  A l l i ance  Defending  Freedom. ’ ’
Despi te  h igh  prof i le  cr i t i c i sm of  ADF,  NBC repor ted
that  f rom 2011  to  2021 ,  contr ibut ions  to  the  ADF
more  than  doubled ,  f rom over  $34 .5  mi l l ion  to  more
that  $76  mi l l ion ,  a s  we l l  a s  1 1  o ther  nonprof i t  groups
ident i f ied  as  ant i -LGBTQ hate  groups  by  the  SPLC
tak ing  in  $1 10  mi l l ion  in  contr ibut ions  dur ing  the
f inanc ia l  year  ending  in  2020 .  
 T i m e  has  repor ted  a  number  of  cases  which  may
fur ther  weaken  protec t ions  of  LGBTQ people  f rom
ant i -d i scr iminat ion  laws ,  a s  a t torneys  are  looking  to
dec ipher  whether  3 0 3  C r e a t i v e  a l lows  o ther
bus inesses  or  ent i t ie s  to  re fuse  serv ices  to  people
based  on  the  dec i s ion .  A l though T i m e  a f f i rmed that
the  Court  expl ic i t ly  sa id  the  3 0 3  C r e a t i v e  ru l ing  does
“not  apply  to  employment  d i scr iminat ion , ”  they  c i te
the  potent ia l  o f  cases  such  as  B r a i d w o o d  M a n a g e m e n t
I n c .  v .  B e c a r r a  se t t ing  a  new precedent .  The
except ion  to  the  CADA i s  therefore  not  an  i so la ted
threa t  to  LGBTQ protec t ions .  The  CADA represents
a  h i s tory  of  c iv i l  r ights  progress  tha t  ensures  equa l
access ,  inc lus ion ,  and  d igni ty  to  communi t ies
h i s tor ica l ly  marked  for  a  second-c las s  s ta tus .  The
303  Creat ive  case  be ing  dec ided  on  re la t ive ly
narrow terms  does  not  l e s sen  i t s  grav i ty  –  i t  i s  a
wider  symptom of  groups  such  as  ADF a t tempt ing  to
undo LGBTQ soc ia l  and  leg i s la t ive  progress ,
weakening  LGBTQ r ights .  Despi te  the  va lue  of  both
the  f reedom of  speech  and  nondiscr iminat ion  laws ,
i t  i s  c ruc ia l  to  ensure  tha t  c la ims  of  protec t ion
under  the  F i r s t  Amendment  do  not  enable  the
protec t ion  to  d i scr iminate .  

I m a g e :  C a i t l y n  K i m / C P R  N e w s )
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LGBTQ+ REPRESENTATIONS
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  W A R W I C K

You can get in contact with me via Instagram: @lgbtquawarwick

or via email: dgaocheung@gmail.com.

Hey, I'm Dixon! I'm Warwick Student Union's LGBTQUA+

Officer for the 23-24 year. Our lovely LGBTQUA+ community is

spread across university social life, but Pride and PLAN are two

great LGBTQUA+ specific safe spaces. They're going to be hosting

some great events this year, with Pride organising a variety of

liberation and social events and PLAN providing more

professional events and schemes. My role is to help facilitate

society actions requiring SU movement and to aim at furthering

student inclusion through independent campaigns.

My priorities in my role this year are to further build out mental

health support & LGBTQUA+ inclusivity on campus by directing

student feedback to welfare services, as well as hopefully

providing an anonymous support service. Furthermore, I am

going to plan an expanded Pride Festival in term 3 for all to enjoy

post-exams! 

W A R W I C K  S U  O F F I C E R S W A R W I C K  S O C I E T I E S

L G B T Q U A +
O F F I C E R :

D I X O N

T R A N S
O F F I C E R :
D O R I A N

Hello! My name is Dorian Valentine and I'm your Trans Students'

Officer for this year, as well as the Trans Officer for Warwick

Pride and Warwick Labour and an Anti Exclusion Officer for the

Faculty of Arts. As Trans Students' Officer, my role involves

liaising with trans students at Warwick to ensure that their issues

are heard, understood and responded to by the Students' Union,

and leading campaigns to resolve these issues and improve the

trans experience here at Warwick. At a point in time where the

political atmosphere is so geared against trans people for simply

living, our liberation and grouping together as a community to

call out and correct injustices is vital. If you'd like to get in contact,

you can reach out to me through the trans@warwicksu.com email

or on my Instagram at @d.valentiine! We hope you join us this year!

Welcome to Warwick Pride, 

the on-campus home of the

 LGBTQUIA+ community.

At Pride, we are 

committed to campaigning for LGBTQUIA+ liberation both on

campus and further afield, providing advice and welfare services,

and running a busy and varied program of social events. 

We provide a safe, supportive and friendly atmosphere for

LGBTQUIA+ people to meet others at Warwick; everyone who

attends our events is bound by our safe space policy, and we

endeavour to ensure that our events and resources are as

accessible as possible.

This year, we’re running our parenting scheme again! This entails

pairing a newer student with an experienced student to help the

newer student settle in and begin building a support system here

at Warwick Pride and the university as a whole. 

W A R W I C K  P R I D E

READ MORE ON PAGE 3!

Hello! Welcome to the University of Warwick, and welcome to

PLAN! We are the Professional LGBTQUA+ and Allies Network, a

society dedicated to the development of LGBTQUA+ students. We

aim to help you in your university journey however we can,

whether you’re looking for advice on an upcoming interview,

speaker talks from LGBTQUA+ professionals and activists, or just

a group of people to go to Loud and Proud with.  

We work with our sponsors to run events introducing you to

different sectors, with our partner companies ranging from law

and finance firms to charities and non-corporates.

PLANORAMA |  ISSUE 416

mailto:dgaocheung@gmail.com


LGBTQ+ CALENDAR
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  W A R W I C K ’ S

In This Issue
F r e s h e r s  w e e k
Tuesday  26th  Sept  

Thursday  28th  Sept

Week 1
Wednesday  4 th  Oct
Thursday  5 th  Oct

Week 2
Thursday  10th  Oct

week  3
Tuesday  17 th  Oct

Thursday  19 th  Octo

Week 4  
Thursday  26th  Oct

Week 5
Tuesday  31s t  Oct
Thursday  2nd  Nov

Week 6

Week  7
Tuesday  14 th  Nov

Week 8
Thursday  23rd  Nov

Week 9
Fr iday  31s t  Nov

Week 10
Tuesday  5 th  Dec

PLAN’s  Gaymes  Night  @ 7pm 
    in  OC1 .04
PLAN’s  Networking  Dr inks  @ 
    7pm in  Kevin  Gate ly

PLAN Circ le  for  POP!
QSC

QSC

Loud and  Proud @ 10pm in  
    Copper  Rooms
P a s s a g e s  @ 7 :30pm in  the
    S tudent  Cinema
QCS

 
QSC

Glow @ 5pm in  Terrace  Bar
QSC

Loud and  Proud @ 10pm in  
    Copper  Rooms

QSC

PLAN’s  Domest ic  Tour

Glow @ 5pm in  Terrace  Bar

WITH SO MANY MORE TO BE

ANNOUNCED!

QCS =  Warwick  PLAN’s  Queer
Careers  Ser ies ,  a  workshop-s ty le

event  ran  a lmost  week ly .
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Matty Healy
Effective protest or misguided allyship?

By Grace Lewis (she/her)

l i s ten  in  a  meaningfu l  and  respect fu l  way  to
communi t ies  fac ing  oppress ion .  This  i s  something
that  Mat ty  Hea ly  fa i led  to  do .  Even  though he  and
the  res t  o f  T h e  1 9 7 5  might  have  been  wel l -
in tent ioned ,  they  were  shor t s ighted  and  misguided
in  the i r  approach .
   I t ' s  no  surpr i se  tha t  the  publ ic i ty  genera ted  f rom
this  has  increased  awareness  o f  homophobia  in
Malays ia  and  s tar ted  conversa t ions .  To  what  pos i t ive
pragmat ic  e f fec t  th i s  wi l l  have  i s  s t i l l  unknown and
i t  i s  h igh ly  doubt fu l  tha t  th i s  wi l l  fue l  a  sudden
change  to  the  country  becoming  more  accept ing  of
d i f fer ing  sexua l i t ie s  and  gender  ident i t ie s .  Af ter  a l l ,
there  was  l i t t l e  d i f ference  in  Dubai  in  2019 .  I  can ’ t
he lp  wonder ing  whether  the  grea ter  a t tent ion  drawn
to  homophobia  in  Malays ia  wi l l  po lar i se  the
popula t ion  fur ther  and  lead  to  an  increase  in  ha te
cr ime and  d i scr iminat ion  aga ins t  gay  and  t rans
communi t ies ,  ac tua l ly  perpetuat ing  suf fer ing  as
opposed  to  a l lev ia t ing  i t .  Wi thout  ta lk ing  to
communi t ies  d i rec t ly ,  i t  i s  hard  to  as sess  whether
the  ac t  o f  so l idar i ty  caused  more  marg ina l i sa t ion ,
though scro l l ing  through twi t ter  and  reading  tweets
f rom queer  Malays ians  sugges t s  tha t  Mat ty  Hea ly ' s
s ta tement  has  ac tua l ly  been  detr imenta l  to  the
LGBTQ+ communi ty  and  was  not  an  e f fec t ive  means
of  change .  Malays ian  Drag  Queen  Carmen Rose
wr i tes :  “ i f  he  [Hea ly ]  wanted  to  advocate  for  queer
r ights  here ,  he  wouldn ’ t  jus t  f ly  of f  and  leave  the
mess  behind .  I  don ’ t  th ink  he ’ s  do ing  i t  for  the
communi ty ,  he ’ s  jus t  do ing  i t  for  h imse l f  …  i t  was  a
publ ic i ty  s tunt . ”
  Hea ly ’ s  ac t ions  could  have  mass ive ly  undermined
the  work  tha t  ac t iv i s t s  have  been  doing  for  years  to
educate  and  empower  as  Joe  Lee  a l so  expressed :  “ I f
anyth ing ,  what  Mat t  Hea ly  and  The  1975  have  done
i s  d i scount  and  d i s rupted  YEARS of  work  by  loca l
ac t iv i s t s  who have  been  pushing  for  change  and
unders tanding  AND endanger ing  our  vu lnerab le
minor i ty  communi t ies ” .
Mat ty  Hea ly ’ s  ac t ions  have  most  l ike ly  exacerbated
the  marg ina l i sa t ion  of  LGBTQ+ Malays ians  a s  Hea ly
i s  for tunate  enough to  be  ab le  to  leave  and  suf fer
no ,  or  a t  l eas t  very  few,  consequences  for  h i s  ac t ions
on  s tage .  Whereas  c i t i zens  and  ac t iv i s t s  can ’ t  e scape
the  hos t i le  environment  as  much as  they  may need
too .  Ac t iv i s t s  speak ing  out  aga ins t  oppress ion  don ’ t
have  the  same pr iv i lege  as  The  1975  and  ins tead  have
to  cont inue  to  endure  the  hos t i le  environment  and
focus  on  surv iv ing  and  f ight ing  for  long- term
sys temic  change  through grassroots  ac t iv i sm,
educat ing  communi t ies  and  promot ing  lega l
acceptance .
  Mat ty  Hea lys '  “ s ta tement”  i s  not  one  tha t  wi l l  l ike ly
inc i te  progress ion  and  acceptance  of  those  in  the
LGBTQ+ communi ty  and  not  one  tha t  does  anyth ing
to  ac t ive ly  remove  oppress ion  for  the  queer
communi ty .  What  i t  has  done  i s  prope l  The  1975  in to
the  headl ines  and  r i sk  the  progress  grassroots
Malays ian  ac t iv i s t s  are  f ight ing  so  hard  for .  I t  has
a l so  taught  people  important  l e s sons  of  a l lysh ip ;  to
ac t ive ly  l i s ten  to  the  communi t ies  concerned ,
recognise  the  t rue  ex tent  of  the  oppress ion  faced ,
and  don ’ t  a s sume that  you ,  a s  an  ‘ a l ly ’ ,  know bes t .

He  ca l led  out  the  government  and  the  country ' s
ant i -LGBTQ+ laws  before  k i s s ing  one  of  h i s  fe l low
bandmates  -  another  man -  on  the  s tage ,  prompt ing
the ir  se t  to  be  cut  shor t .  This ,  a long  wi th  a  s imi lar
ac t  o f  so-ca l led  a l lysh ip  in  Dubai  in  2019  where
Mat ty  Hea ly  asked  permiss ion  and  then  k i s sed  a
male  fan ,  has  genera ted  a  d i scuss ion  and  debate  on
whether  Mat ty  Hea ly  i s  us ing  h i s  p la t form for
ef fec t ive  protes t  and  to  spark  soc ia l  change ,  or
whether  h i s  ac t ions  are  misguided  and  even
perpetuat ing  the  marg ina l i sa t ion  and  cr imina l i sa t ion
that  many LGBTQ+ ident i fy ing  people  face .
   Some have  argued  tha t  us ing  the  band ' s  s ta tus  and
popular i ty  to  cha l lenge  the  oppress ion  of  the  queer
communi ty  was  admirab le  and  i t  was  a  means  of
crea t ing  d i scuss ion  and  h igh l ight ing  the
di scr iminat ion  tha t  many face .  Long  have  the
LGBTQ+ communi ty  ca l led  for  a l lysh ip  and  us ing
his  pr iv i leged  pos i t ion  as  a  s t ra ight  whi te  man to
ampl i fy  the  s t rugg les  queer  people  in  Malays ia  face ,
a t  f i r s t  g lance ,  could  be  in terpre ted  to  have  been
ef fec t ive .  However ,  a s  much as  a l lysh ip  i s  va lued ,
when i t  i s  done  in  a  reck less  and  even  egot i s t i ca l
way  tha t  undermines  the  f ight  for  equa l i ty  and  even
has  negat ive  e f fec t s  on  these  a l ready  marg ina l i sed
communi t ies ,  i t  i s  s imply  misguided  and
performat ive .  One  of  the  key  components  o f  be ing
an  e f fec t ive  a l ly  i s  to  recognise  your  pr iv i lege  and

M a t ty  Hea ly  and  h i s  band ,  T h e  1 9 7 5 ,  began
play ing  a  g ig  in  Malays ia  on  21  Ju ly  2023 ,  a
country  where  homosexua l i ty  i s  s t i l l  i l l ega l .

I m a g e :  G e t t y  I m a g e s
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